
Prepared for Event: Protests in the Andes: Perspectives on Bolivia, Chile, Colombia, 
and Peru 
Washington Office on Latin America 
Washington DC, December 9, 2019 

Adam Isacson 
Senior Associate, Defense Oversight Program 
Washington Office on Latin America 
1666 Connecticut Ave NW, Suite 400, Washington DC 20009 
www.wola.org 

office: (202) 797-2171 
mobile: +1 202 329-4985 | skype: adamisacson | google talk: cipcolombia | twitter: @adam_wola

Re-Politicization of the Military

http://www.ciponline.org/
http://www.twitter.com/adam_wola
















1980s-2000s: a Hopeful Moment



Prior uses of military







• Combat remaining organized armed 
groups 

• Support combat against organized criminal 
groups 

• Support the National Police in fight against 
common crime, especially in rural areas 

• Patrol coasts, rivers, and borders 

• Manual eradication of illicit crops 

• Participation in UN peacekeeping missions 

• Operational de-mining 

• Development projects, especially 
infrastructure 

• Help during natural disasters 

• Environmental protection, especially 
forests

Post-Conflict Military Roles in Colombia



Difference, in percentage points, between Latinobarómetro 2018 poll 
respondents’ “Trust in the Military” and “Trust in the Government”
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Source: http://www.latinobarometro.org

1. Elected civilian leaders are increasingly weak  
compared to the armed forces



2. Weak elected civilians are using the military to “defend” 
against their own people



3. “Tutelary Democracy”



4. Civilians have neglected defense and security policy



5. The U.S. Role Hasn’t Been Helpful


